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Dear friends and colleagues,

This fall, we are focusing our newsletter on two important issues: the Esperanto-Paradigma workshop 2,
which took place at the University of Bonn (Germany) from September 7 to 9, 2022, and the transfer of
the historical documentation from UEA to ÖNB.

Pacifism in practice: is there an Esperanto way?

Based on the Esperanto movement as a model of analysis, the workshop aimed to tackle different innovative
and autonomous forms of non-binding association between individuals and groups that have formed across
borders and were committed to pacifism. The format of the meeting brings together young researchers from
different countries and disciplines.

Theories and thoughts of important activists of European pacifism was one of the topics of that session.

Bernhard Tuider lectured on Alfred Fried, who wrote a lot about peace, but remained aloof from the
peace movement for a long time.
Martin Aust introduced Fyodor Martens, a Russian diplomat who developed a theory of peace for
international law.
Başak Aray analyzed the correspondence between the philosophers Louis Couturat and Bertrand Russell
about a new world order and the relations between empires and building peace.
Lola Romieux’s lecture examined the activity of socialist women during the second half of the 19th
century. Like some early Esperanto activists they had to bring forward their problems and innovative
vision outside the traditional institutions in order to gain recognition.

A round table discussion gave us the opportunity to comment upon important Esperanto-language texts:



the well-known "Call to diplomats" by Zamenhof (Warsaw, 1915)
the neglected "Outline of a practical pacifist program" by Zielenski (Istanbul, 1922)
the pragmatic position of Verda Majo, expressed in her text "To the Esperantists of the World" (China,
Chongqing, 1938)

In addition to this discussion, David Guérin showed the application of the discourse analysis method to post-
memorial issues. He chose Trevor Steele's novel No Butterflies in Bergen-Belsen (1994) as a basis to shed light
on the adaptation of pacifist ideas to post-war times

A second series of lectures dealt with the organization of the movement, either to serve internal goals or to
fulfil pacifist aspirations with non-Esperantists.

Marcel Koschek analyzed the program of Universalaj Kongresoj until the First World War and discussed
the specific meetings dedicated to pacifism, in addition to the attempt to establish a separate Esperanto
peace organization.
Amirpasha Tavakkoli presented the development of the Iranian Esperanto movement since the early
years with its two main trends, the secular movement of the Klara lingvo (Ahmad Kasravi), and the Baha'i
movement, both aimed at domestic peace through tolerance and understanding
Eric Macpherson Bailón illustrated the original collaboration of Austrian and Spanish Esperantists (1920)
to help three hundred children from Styria (southern Austria) who had suffered in the war.

The workshop was completed by a public lecture given by Ulrich Lins, a pioneer in the historical research of
Esperanto. At the French Institute in Bonn, on the occasion of the publication of the French translation of his
most important book, he presented to a wider audience his work on "Dangerous Esperanto: Hitler, Stalin and
Internationalism".

That meeting was a very good opportunity to get acquainted with many topics that do not appear in traditional
histories and to awaken interest in Esperanto-related research among other academic fields. As a matter of fact,
the participants came from different disciplines (history, linguistics, geography, philosophy or political science)
but they all contributed to the construction of a common question : how far is the Esperanto experience specific
within the field of transnational studies ?

The workshop was also reported in the Revuo Esperanto by E. Macpherson and in the web media Liberafolio by
D. Eckert and D. Guérin

The UEA historical archive transferred to the Austrian National

Library

For Esperanto historians, the most important event of the last few months has been the transfer of
documentation from the UEA archives and library in Rotterdam to the ÖNB in Vienna. After months of
negotiations, the so-called unique documents, i.e. the historical archives as well as the printed materials and
periodicals which are not yet kept in Vienna, were donated to the Austrian institution for permanent
preservation. This decision is most welcome and will improve access to historical material. During several stays
in the spring and summer of 2022, Bernhard Tuider, Denis Eckert and Pascal Dubourg Glatigny selected and
prepared the documents in Rotterdam. To check several documents in Asian languages we were supported by

https://uea.org/revuoj/esperanto/
https://www.liberafolio.org/2022/09/21/pacismo-en-praktiko-cu-ekzistas-esperanta-vojo/


Edwin Michielsen.

A total of 188 boxes (among archives, photographs, posters, audio-visual documents, books and periodicals)
were sent to Vienna by truck. There, the material condition of the documents was examined, before cataloguing
and digitization. The cataloguing has already started and all items from UEA can be identified by the signature
V-75.

In this way, the professional long-term preservation and provision of many important historical items, some of
them hitherto unknown, can be guaranteed, such as the first Esperanto textbook in Arabic, printed in Alexandria
in 1904, or the very rare Ukrainian textbook by Orest Kuzma, published in 1925. We should also mention a
bilingual textbook, in Hebrew and Arabic, published in Jerusalem during WWII. Among the wonderful
discoveries are three children's booklets, richly and colorfully illustrated, from Tbilisi (1909).

This enrichment of the collections opens new perspectives for researchers and will stimulate Esperantists in the
future to consider professional conservation of their documentation as a condition for their future visibility.

Read the press release 

Newsletter Militrakonto - Responsable de la publication : Pascal Dubourg Glatigny

Previous Newsletters 

Send your comments, articles and contributions 

Subscribe to the Newsletter 

Unsubscribe

https://search.onb.ac.at/primo-explore/search?query=any,contains,v75&tab=default_tab&search_scope=ONB_gesamtbestand&vid=ONB&facet=rtype,include,book&facet=local50,include,ONB_B_ZESP&mode=basic&offset=0
https://search.onb.ac.at/primo-explore/search?query=any,contains,v75&tab=default_tab&search_scope=ONB_gesamtbestand&vid=ONB&facet=rtype,include,book&facet=local50,include,ONB_B_ZESP&mode=basic&offset=0
https://www.onb.ac.at/ueber-uns/presse/pressemeldungen/oesterreichische-nationalbibliothek-erhaelt-das-archiv-des-esperanto-weltbundes-universala-esperanto-asocio
https://mondmilito.hypotheses.org/newsletter-informilo
mailto:militrakonto.UMR8560@cnrs.fr?
mailto:militrakonto.UMR8560@cnrs.fr?subject=Subscribe
https://groupes.renater.fr/sympa/signoff/militrakonto-news

